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Steps to installing a three-piece rear window.  Also applicable to a single piece rear window.

Note 1:  It is always easiest to install a new headliner (if you are going to) before you put any rear window in.

Note 2:  It is sometimes helpful to use a lubricant on the rubber. Use liquid dishwasher soap sparingly or a mixture of water and liquid dish washing soap.  Do not use WD-40 or others like it.  Too much soap makes the rubber slippery and occasionally difficult to hold

1. Clear enough space on the workbench to comfortably and safely put the window together before installing it in the car.

a. Have at least one person helping you and if you can get two or more it might be helpful.


b. Lay the window out with a curved piece to each side and the large centerpiece in the middle as if it were going into the car.  The large centerpiece has an up and down (the top side of the window is 5/8 inch shorter than the bottom side).  We found it easiest to work with the top of the window up.


c. Install the two inside rubber window partition channels.  There are two styles of three-piece rear window trim.  The older style does not require drilling holes in the rubber for the interior and exterior trim mounting.  If your trim does require drilling holes it may be easiest to do it before the partition channels are mounted.  Use the interior trim piece to determine the correct position of the holes.  The holes should be large enough to accept the shank of the chrome nut that holds the interior trim on.   The window partition channels (at least those form the Metropolitan Pit Stop) have two different channel profiles for accepting the glass. We placed the channel with the most curvature such that it was on the outside of the window since that is where most of the curvature of the window occurs.


d. Get the main rubber channel ready for installation.  We used the one continuous piece with molded corners from Metropolitan Pit Stop.  Other suppliers provide a single piece channel.   It also helps to lay the rubber out in the sun on a sidewalk to make it more pliable before working with it. With two people lay out the rubber channel for the window against the rear window opening in the car.  Make sure you understand the top and bottom of the rubber and the inside and outside.  Think through which channel in the rubber accepts the glass, which channel accepts the exterior upper stainless trim and finally which channel will mount to the car.


e. Carry the rubber channel over to the workbench and carefully begin placing the rubber onto the window.  Take your time.  Here is where extra hands are very handy.  Once the window is fully seated in the rubber tie, the rubber on with two strings around the window top to bottom near the window partition channels.  You may also want to use duct tape on the left and right window pieces to the centerpiece to hold the partition channels in place.  Additional strengthening can be achieved by installing the interior and exterior partition trim.  This trim may have to be temporarily removed to install the upper window trim if you decide to put the window in before installing the upper trim.


2. Install window in the car.


a. The instructions in the manual say now install the exterior upper window trim as well as the interior and exterior partition trim. We found it just as effective to install the trim afterwards (although it is not simple either way you select).  When we checked with Metropolitan Pit Stop they verified that they installed the trim after putting the window in the car.


b. Prior to taking the window off the bench install a pull rope completely around the window in the channel that goes onto the car so it overlaps with some extra to begin the pull.  A nylon rope about the size of a clothesline works well.


c. Using sufficient help to make certain nothing comes apart place the window in the car.  Center the window and place it so the lower channel in the rubber is on the raised ridge of the car. With one person inside the car and one or more on the outside holding the window in place begin working the pull rope to pull the interior portion of the rubber channel inside the car.  Take your time.  If the rope comes out without the rubber coming inside start over.  Remember, patience is a virtue.


d.  Success.  The window is now in the car. From the inside make sure your hands are clean and pull the rubber down and in for the bottom and up and in for the top to ensure proper seating of the glass and rubber on the car.


3. Installing the exterior window trim


a. Install the upper window trim by placing a strong cord (not rope) in the rubber channel.  It may be necessary to slightly trim the rubber back about ½” to ¾” from the corner in order to get the rubber into the U shaped channel on the trim.


b. We had a lot of help so we worked from the middle out to each end with two pull cords.  If there are only two of you, you can also work from one side to the other.  If you work from one side to the other once the one side has been started anchor it with a screw through the trim.  This process will take at least two people, one to pull the cord very slowly and the second to maintain pressure on the trim to seat it onto the rubber.  Don’t be surprised if it takes several (or more) tries with the cord to get the trim completely seated.  We found that you do not have to start completely over again but can replace the cord to the point where the rubber is not seated in the U channel.


c. Install the partition trim using the holes you drilled earlier if necessary.  We placed the upper tab on the partition trim under the rubber on top and over the rubber on the bottom. We thought it looked better this way.  At this point you may want to let the car set for a couple of days so the rubber can mold to the car more effectively.  Putting it in the sun will help the process.


d. To install the final piece of trim, from inside the car carefully drill holes through the exterior rubber by using the existing holes in the sheet metal as a guide.  It will be necessary to lift the interior rubber flap (covering the holes so it will cover the retaining nuts when you’re done) prior to drilling each hole.  Place the retainers into the channel on the stainless trim and push the retainers through the drilled holes.  The center retainer is shaped differently than the others.  Place nuts on the retainer bolts, tighten and cut the bolts to the proper length.  Finish by putting the two “T” pieces of trim on and attaching with a final screw in each.



4. Testing for leaks.


a. Wait for rain when you really don’t want to discover leaks or better, test for leaks using a garden hose.  If leaks are discovered, then seal them by pulling the rubber back slightly with a wooden or plastic edge tool and placing a bead of 3M rubber bedding and glazing compound with a caulking gun.  This can be messy so work slowly and don’t use too much.  Clean up can be done with a dry rag or 3M General Purpose Adhesive Cleaner.



